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               5TH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 2nd May 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

                            MESSAGE FROM FR. EDMUND 
Dearly Beloved Parishioners, 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I say Rejoice! 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that: “By this power of the Spirit, God's children can bear 
much fruit. He who has grafted us onto the true vine will make us bear "the fruit of the Spirit: . . . love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." "We live by the Spirit"; the 
more we renounce ourselves, the more we "walk by the Spirit."  Through the Holy Spirit we are restored to 
paradise, led back to the Kingdom of heaven, and adopted as children, given confidence to call God 
"Father" and to share in Christ's grace, called children of light and given a share in eternal glory. (CCC 736) 

In the 1st Reading, the congregation at Jerusalem refused to accept the newly converted Paul as one of 
them, because they did not trust him. The message in this scripture is that a professed good relationship 
with God and Jesus alone is insufficient: we need the support of our fellow believers if we should 
participate fully in the Christian life.  

The 2nd Reading, teaches that we should not just talk about our love for our neighbour, but that we should 
translate that love into action. The reading also reminds us of our saviour’s commandment that we should 
love one another, so that we can be in Christ, and he in us. We cannot truly love our neighbour if we do not 
draw this from Christ through meditation on the Word of God and uniting ourselves to Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist.  

The Gospel Reading tells us that, Jesus is the true vine on which all the faithful grow, as branches. God is 
the vine-grower, who makes sure that we are producing good fruits. We can only grow on Jesus, the vine, 
so we must develop and maintain an intimate relationship with Christ through the Word of God and the 
Eucharist. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ is to be bound to Him in order to receive 
life and nourishment from him. He will live in us and we will live in Him, and, in Christ, we will be united 
to one another. The catechism characterizes the Holy Spirit a the “sap of the Father’s vine” that helps bring 
us into communion with Christ and bear fruit. 

Beloved, we can only bear fruit - that is, attain personal holiness, do good works and keep the 
commandments – by God’s grace, which is daily offered to us through the Word and Sacraments. St. John 
in saying that, “You are already made clean by the word which I have spoken to you” makes it clear that 
hearing the word of God with the desire to know and live by the truth purifies us. 

When we have good consciences and can accuse ourselves of sin in our hearts, we can be sure that this is a 
consequence of enlightenment from the Holy Spirit. Likewise, if we have clear consciences, we may 
petition God with greater confidence. 

Let us therefore desire each day to remain in the vine by meditating on the word of God and participating 
in the Holy Eucharist as often as possible, for this is the ordinary way given to all humanity to be one in 
Christ Jesus, the Lord. God Love you.   

United in Prayer! 

 



MASS INTENTIONS: I will continue to celebrate Mass.  If you wish to have Mass celebrated, give your intention to the 
Stewards when you come to Church; post through the Presbytery letter box; send by post to Father Edmund, The 
Presbytery, Monica Street, Maesteg, CF34 9AY; telephone the Parish 01656 733282/mobile 07964366710 or  
e-mail to maesteg@rcadc.org 

 

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for my sheep.  And there are other sheep I have that are not of this fold and 
these I have to lead as well.  They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one flock and one shepherd.” 

 
 

(Psalter Week 1; Sunday Reading Cycle B)  
(Restrictions apply) 

5th SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 
 

VIGIL MASS:  Saturday:  1st May 2021:  ST. ROBERT’S  
                                                     5pm:  Lewis Family  
 
 

HOLY MASS:  Sunday:  2nd May 2021: OUR LADY & ST PATRICK’S   
 

                            9am:  People of our Parishes, Those, suffering from Corona virus,  
                                            NHS/Care Home’ Staff/frontline workers/volunteers   

    11am:  Gary Donoghue RIP (ND)                5pm:   Patrick Hayes RIP (BV)                                                                              
     

                                   Monday: 3rd May 2021: Ss Philip and James, Apostles 
   Private Mass:  Thanksgiving Father Tim McGrath 
                                                             25th Anniversary of Ordination (M&f)   

 

   Tuesday: 4th May 2021: Weekday: 5th Week of Eastertide 
                                             Day of Prayer for Victims and Survivors of Abuse 

                      10 am (Restrictions apply): Elizabeth Bumford RIP (R&P)        

                                                                              We pray for the souls of unborn Babies                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

        Wednesday:  5th May 2021:  St Asaph      
            10 am ABERKENFIG: (Restrictions apply) Special Intention (F&F)    
     

                        Thursday:  6th May 2021:  Weekday: 5th Week of Eastertide 
           Private Mass:    Matthew Morgan RIP  (L&AM) 
        

             Friday:  7th May 2021: Weekday: 5th Week of Eastertide 
             10am (Restrictions apply):   Thanksgiving Captain John James (70th birthday) (L&M) 

                                                                                                                          Thanksgiving Joan McClade (80th birthday) (A&L) 

                              We pray for Archbishop George and all Clergy & Religious Men and Women 
 
 

                          10.30am – 6pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT FOR ADORATION   
   (Restrictions apply: Please Book a time slot with Collette on 07702023565) 
                                        

    Saturday:  8th May 2021: Weekday: 5th Week of Eastertide 
             Private Mass: Elizabeth Dawkins RIP (R&BJ)  

                                 Aurora, Conversion of Federica & Souls in Purgatory (AA) 
 

(Psalter Week 2; Sunday Reading Cycle B)  
(Restrictions apply) 

6th SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE 
 

VIGIL MASS:  Saturday: 8th May 2021:  ST. ROBERT’S  
                                     5pm:  People of our Parishes, Those, suffering from Corona virus,  
                                               NHS/Care Home’ Staff/frontline workers/volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY MASS:  Sunday:  9th May 2021: OUR LADY & ST PATRICK’S                                               

                            9am:  Jeff Wyatt RIP (MB)     

    11am:  Patrick, Janet & Michael Butler RIP (MB) 

    5pm:  Patrick Hayes RIP (EH)                    
In this month of MAY, let us reflect on the importance and beauty of praying the Holy Rosary. In 
praying the Rosary, we contemplate the mysteries of Jesus, that is, we reflect on the key 
moments of His Life, so that, as with the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Mother and St. Joseph, Jesus 
remains the centre of our thoughts, our attention and our actions. May we remain in His Love. 



 
MONTH OF MAY 

“In this thine own sweet month of May, do thou remember me!”   
During the month of May, we traditionally crown Our Lady, and with prayers and 
processions, invoke her intercession. This year, “The Holy Father invites and 
encourages us to dedicate this Marian month to praying for the end of the 
pandemic. This prayer initiative, under the theme of “The Whole Church, was 
fervently praying to God” (Cf. Acts 12:5), will involve all the shrines of the world in a 
special way, so that they might encourage the faithful, families, and communities to 
recite the Rosary to pray for an end to the pandemic. Pope Francis has reflected that 
this pandemic has demanded enormous sacrifices from each nation and its citizens.  
The crisis has called on the entire international community to commit, unite, with a 
spirit of responsibility and fraternity, to face the many challenges already in action 
and those which will come.”  

ROSARY DEVOTION AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES GROTTO 

Our Lady & St. Patrick’s Church, MAESTEG 
Every Monday – Saturday 6.00pm & Sunday 5.45pm 

  Everyone is WELCOME. Please, let us make it a point to attend to pray for the end of the Pandemic. 
 

                        ASCENSION OF THE LORD                               
MAESTEG: VIGIL MASS: Wednesday, 12th May 2021, 6.30 pm  
                                                      Proceeded by the Rosary in the Church at 6pm.       
                       HOLY MASS: Thursday, 13th May 2021, 9 am.  
To attend please telephone Derek/Denis on 01656 731767 any afternoon after 2 pm. 
 

ABERKENFIG: HOLY MASS: Thursday, 13th May 2021, 10.30 am.  
              To attend please contact Bill Ennis on 724855 after 6.30 pm 

 
     

ETERNAL REST: In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of KENNETH JENKINS who passed 
away on Wednesday, 28th April 2021 and for THADDE ONKIRI ISAY who passed away on 11th April. His 
Requiem Mass was held on Friday, 30th April.     
Let us pray for Patrick James Hayes who has recently died and his funeral was Friday 23rd April.  
Patrick after returning from service in 1948 taught for 11 years at St Mary's and St Patrick's School that 
he attended himself as a child. Retired as Headteacher of the Good Shepherd in Coventry.   

May they rest in perfect peace and rise in Eternal Glory. 
Our sincere sympathies and prayers go to their bereaved families at this difficult time. 

 

WE PRAY FOR: 
 His holiness Pope Francis, Archbishop George, all clergy & men/women of Religious Orders, 

our sick and retired clergy; several who remain active in our parishes 
 Vocations to the Priesthood; our Seminarians - Elliot Hanson, Dale Cutlan, and Gwyn Jones 
 People of India who have died and suffering from the devastating second wave of the Coronavirus    
 An end to the Pandemic and for our parishioners and all who work in the hospitals/care homes 

and our frontline workers/volunteers, as pressure is constantly on them 
  the faithful departed parishioners, family, friends and those who have died from the Pandemic; 

may they rest in peace 
 the sick at home/hospital/residential homes and housebound of our Parishes, those who are 

affected by and suffering with Coronavirus, the homeless, our friends, relatives, neighbours, 
fellow Parishioners, those suffering with loneliness, financial difficulties, job losses due to this 
Pandemic 

 our young people & students, Headteachers, Teachers, Staff & Governors of our Schools 
 As we enter into this month dedicated to our Blessed Mother, we bring to mind all mothers. That, like 

Mary, they would be able to love and cherish their children from the point of conception. We pray 
also that these women would find support in their spouses, family and friends as they journey 
through the joys and trials of parenthood.    “Lord hear us ............. Lord graciously hear us”  

 

 



 
Act of Spiritual Communion St Alphonsus Liguori:  My Jesus, I believe that you are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul.  Since I 
cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you 
were already there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you.  AMEN. 
 

Prayer in the midst of the Covid Pandemic: 
“Lord Jesus, Just as You journeyed alongside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, be alongside us as we 
journey through these dark times. Help us to reflect and find comfort from the comforting words of the 
Bible where divine love, mercy and justice are ever present. We remember all those whose lives have 
been touched by the Covid virus. May Your loving kindness keep them close to You. Inspire us with 
Your message of hope in the Resurrection, as we seek to keep ourselves and those who are close to us safe 
and well in these challenging times. We ask this prayer in your name’s sake. Amen.” 

 

To attend Masses:  please telephone the following Stewards:  
MAESTEG PARISH: 

 

TUESDAY:  10am:   Derek or Denis - 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2pm) 
FRIDAY: 10am:  Collette - 07702023565 
SUNDAY:        9am:  Derek or Denis - 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2pm) 

                                    11am:  Collette - 07702023565        5pm: Michelle - 07488322929 
EXPOSITION & ADORATION: FRIDAY:10.30am -6.00pm: Collette on 07702023565 

 

ABERKENFIG PARISH: 
 

WEDNESDAY 10 am & SATURDAY Vigil Mass 5 pm - Bill Ennis on 724855, after 6.30 pm. 
Please Note: Only those who have received confirmation of bookings from the Stewards are able to attend.     

 

Please do not attend if not booked as we do not want to turn people away at the door 

 

By registering to attend Mass the published restrictions still apply. 
 
CAFOD:  A heartfelt thank you for being a very valued part of the CAFOD family and all your help in this 
extremely challenging environment. Your prayers, support and leadership are absolutely invaluable.  
 

We are all watching the terrible situation unfold in India. A special Mass will be held this Friday, 7th May, at 
6.40 pm to gather in prayer and remember our partner organisation Caritas India, as they continue to respond to 
the devastating second wave of the Coronavirus.   Visit website - cafod.org.uk>India coronavirus  
 
 

ARCDIOCESAN THANKSGIVING MASS FOR MARRIAGE 2021:  
Saturday 15th May at 11am, during National Marriage week. The Mass is being hosted and celebrated by 
 Father Michael Doyle of All Saints parish, and you can join the Mass livestream via the All Saints YouTube 
channel  All are welcome to join the Celebration on line and, during the Mass, all couples will be encouraged to 
make the Renewal of Commitment together at home. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND EVERY BLESSING to Father Tim McGrath on the celebration of his Silver 
Jubilee on Monday, 3rd May; to Joan McGlade on the recent celebration of her 80th birthday and to  
Captain John James on celebrating his 70th Birthday on Wednesday, 5th May.   May God Richly Bless Them. 
 

MAESTEG: 

FINANCE: (Income 25th April):         Gift Aid £371.50; Planned /Loose £196; Restoration £20;  
Standing Orders March £1163; Priest Training Fund £331.10 
 

ABERKENFIG:  
MISSIO:    St. Robert’s raised £722.94 through the Red boxes in 2020. Many thanks to the promoters who helped collect and count 
the money. We are now ready to collect again - promoters will contact you to make arrangements for collection. Any queries please 
contact Bernadette Lewis on 07854699349. 
 
 

PARISH WEBSITE details available: Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales Senedd Elections 
2021; Election letter from Archbishop George Stack; Abortion and the Senedd Election, (News tab); 
Good Shepherd Sunday Message from His Holy Father Pope Francis (Newsletter tab). 
 

VACANCY FOR DEPUTY HEADTEACHER at St. Francis Primary School, Ely.  
The advert is now on the e-teach website, which is where further details and application forms are available.  


