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TELEPHONE: 01656 652034  
      

MONTH OF AUGUST: During the month of August Father Tim will be the Priest in Charge of 
Maesteg and Aberkenfig Parishes; for emergencies telephone 01656 652034. 

We welcome Fr. Gareth Leyshon who will be arriving in Maesteg Parish this Friday, 6th August until 
Monday 9th August and every Friday to Monday for the rest of the period.  

Father will celebrate Vigil Mass at Aberkenfig and Sunday Masses at Maesteg. 
Father will also celebrate Masses at Maesteg on Friday evening at 6 pm and Monday morning at 10 am.  

PLEASE BOOK TO ATTEND. 
Father will expose the Blessed Sacrament on Fridays from 5-6 pm for adoration, followed by Mass. 

Holy Rosary at 6 pm on Mondays will continue as usual. 
Let us keep all our Priests in our prayers. Thank you. 

 
18th Sunday of Ordinary Time, 1st August 2021  

 

Christ, the Bread of Life 
This is the first of several Sunday Gospels where we contemplate Jesus’s teaching on the bread of life. 

It follows last week’s account of the feeding of the five thousand. 
The First Reading tells us of the hungry, grumbling Israelites in the desert 

and the gift of manna that God sends them. 
The Psalm echoes this event, ‘he gave them manna from heaven. Mere mortals ate the bread of angels’. 

 
The message of the Second Reading, following the sections from Ephesians, 

links in with the new way of life demanded when we follow the discipleship of Jesus. 
 

In the Gospel, the crowd have been searching for Jesus, perhaps wanting more of the physical bread 
he has given them.    Jesus’s teaching appeals to their deeper, spiritual hunger. 

In our prayer this week, we can turn to God, knowing that, whatever the situation, 
he will always provide for his people. May it lead us also to a greater appreciation of the Eucharist. 

 
To attend Masses:  please telephone the following Stewards:  
     

MAESTEG PARISH: 
MONDAY:  (9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th August,  10am) Derek /Denis - 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2pm) 

FRIDAY: (13th, 20th, 27th August: 5-6 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 6 pm Mass ) 
                                         Collette – 07702023565 
SUNDAY:       9 am:  Derek or Denis - 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2pm) 

    11am:  Collette - 07702023565      5pm: Derek or Denis – 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2 pm) 
 

ABERKENFIG PARISH: 
 

THERE WILL BE NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 
VIGIL MASSES SATURDAYS - 7TH, 14th, 21st, 28th August at 5 pm 

Please ring Bill Ennis on 01656 724855, after 6.30 pm. 
 

Please Note: Only those who have received confirmation of bookings from the Stewards are able to attend.  
 

Please do not attend if not booked as we do not want to turn people away at the door 
By registering to attend Mass the published restrictions/rules still apply. 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 
 
 



18th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
               (Psalter Week 2 Sunday Reading Cycle B) 

   “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
(Matthew 4:4) 

                                                                                         
 
 
 
 

                               OUR LADY & ST PATRICK PARISH MAESTEG 
 (Restrictions apply) 

We welcome Father Tim to our Parish today.                                             

                                9am: Aidan & Irene Doyle RIP    11 am Annie & Eddie Scourfield RIP (M&KL)    

                                                    5pm:   People of our Parishes, Those, suffering from 
                                                     Coronavirus, NHS/Care Home’ Staff/frontline workers/volunteers                                      

 
 

         Monday:  2nd August 2021: Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year 1, Week 18 

   6 pm ROSARY at OUR LADY’S GROTTO 

                     We pray for the end to the Pandemic,  for the NHS and frontline staff, 
                            the sick and housebound and their carers and our Parishioners.                                              

 

                            Tuesday:  3rd August 2021: Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year 1, Week 18 
 

                                       OUR LADY & ST PATRICK:     (Invitation only)      
                                     1.00 pm Funeral Service:  KAY ELWARD  RIP 

                                                                    2.15 pm Coychurch Crematorium   
 

                            Friday:    6th August 2021: The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 

5pm – 6pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT FOR ADORATION  
6pm HOLY MASS      Intention: Vince Kelly RIP (R&BJ) 

   (Restrictions apply: Please book with Denis/Derek – 01656 731767 (Any afternoon after 2 pm)                                          
 

In Church, before the Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle, let us open our hearts, lay down 
our burdens and grief and pray for the healing of our world. Silent prayer and adoration before the mystery of 
Christ, present to us in the Blessed Sacrament, is where we receive the grace to grow in love of Christ and to 
experience His merciful love for each one of us.    

Why not take the opportunity on these days to pray and reflect! 
 

(Psalter Week 3 Sunday Reading Cycle B)  
19th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

(Restrictions apply) 
 

VIGIL MASS:   Saturday: 7th August 2021:  ST. ROBERT’S   
                                          5pm:    Thanksgiving (Lewis family)    

People of our Parishes, Those, suffering from 
                                                     Coronavirus,  NHS/Care Home’ Staff/frontline workers/volunteers                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       HOLY MASS:  Sunday:  8th August 2021:  OUR LADY & ST PATRICK’S                                              

                                   9am: Maureen Lucas RIP (KK)       11am:  Patrick, Janet & Michael Butler RIP (MB)   

                                                                         5pm:   Tess Barry RIP (A&JB)    
 
 

                      Monday:  9th August 2021: St Theresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 
                                                                         Patron of Europe, Virgin, Martyr 

      10am: Gerwyn Maddock & John Manley RIP (A&R)     (Restrictions apply) 
 
 
 

 

ETERNAL REST:     In your mercy, please pray for the repose of the souls of 
BILL CLOSE (ABERKENFIG), who recently died (funeral details awaited); 

 (TERANCE (TERI) JANET MADDOCK  who passed away 10th July; funeral service 27th July;  
KAY ELWARD who passed away on 12th July; funeral service Tuesday, 3rd August; 

BRIAN FRANCIS WHELAN who died 12th July; funeral service 10th August at 12 pm,  1 pm Maesteg Cemetery; 
DAVID LONERGAN who passed away on  19th July; funeral service 11th August at 1pm; 2 pm Cemetery. 

(Restrictions apply/invitation only). 
May they rest in perfect peace and rise in Eternal Glory. 

Our sincere sympathies and prayers go to their bereaved families at this sad and difficult time. 
Please pray for all our Parishioners who have recently died, may they rest in perfect peace and rise in Eternal Glory; also 

keep their families in your thoughts and prayers. Let us pray for those who have anniversaries at this time. 
 



 

 PRAY FOR OUR SICK:   “Is any among you sick? Let him call on the elders of the Church and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 
will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed any sin, he 
will be forgiven” (James 5: 14-16).  

 
 

Let us pray for the sick of our Parishes remembering in a very special way:  Derek Horton, Gerald Hughes, 
Maurice Kehoe, Anthony Roche, Linda Pryce, Fr. Dennis Opoku, Marion Smith, Violet Ronan.   
Please do not hesitate to inform Fr. Edmund to add your love ones who are sick to the prayer list and to visit 
them where possible to administer the sacrament of the sick for their healing and strengthening. God love them. 
 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR: 
 His holiness Pope Francis, Archbishop George, all clergy & men/women of Religious Orders, 

our sick and retired clergy to always & ever follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
 Vocations to the Priesthood; our Seminarians - Dale Cutlan and Gwyn Jones 
 People who have died, are dying and those suffering from this devastating virus    
 An end to the Pandemic and for our parishioners and all who work in the hospitals/care homes 

and our frontline workers/volunteers, as pressure is constantly on them 
  the faithful departed parishioners, family, friends and those who have died from the Pandemic; 

may they rest in peace 
 the sick at home/hospital/residential homes and housebound of our Parishes, those who are 

affected by and suffering with Coronavirus, the homeless, our friends, relatives, neighbours, 
fellow Parishioners, those suffering with loneliness, financial difficulties, job losses due to this 
Pandemic 

 our young people & students, Headteachers, Teachers, Staff & Governors of our Schools 
 We pray for the souls of unborn Babies          
 for all expectant mothers. We pray for an overwhelming sense of hope and joy to fill their  lives, 

and for increased support to be given by their family, friends, and local communities, as they 
journey through this life-changing experience.”   “Lord hear us ............. Lord graciously hear us”  

 
 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion St Alphonsus Liguori:  My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you.  AMEN. 
 
 

Prayer in the midst of the Covid Pandemic: 
“Lord Jesus, Just as You journeyed alongside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, be alongside us as we 
journey through these dark times. Help us to reflect and find comfort from the comforting words of the 
Bible where divine love, mercy and justice are ever present. We remember all those whose lives have 
been touched by the Covid virus. May Your loving kindness keep them close to You. Inspire us with 
Your message of hope in the Resurrection, as we seek to keep ourselves and those who are close to us safe 
and well in these challenging times. We ask this prayer in your name’s sake. Amen.” 
 
 

New online Resource!! For the Amoris Laetitia Family Year  
 
Produced by RACDC Family Life Team, that explores the role of Love in our 
lives; its joys and sorrows, its compulsiveness and barriers, its rewards and 
challenges…. all over the kitchen table and a cuppa with a friend.  
Over a series of 8 online episodes, we explore the true meaning of love, 

                                         as well as how and why we need to ‘Grow IN Love’.   
1. What is love? 

An exploration of what do we really mean by love? Is it just romantic, or are there different models of 
love that we should be aspiring to? Also, how deeper models of love have a transformative effect, not 
just on ourselves and those immediately around us, but also reach out to others around the world. 
Click here to watch Episode One                                 All episodes on our Parish Website “News Tab”     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
Statement from the Bishops of Wales Sunday 

It is our Day 1 
 

Saturday 7th August will complete the move to alert level 0 by Welsh Government of the current legislative 
powers which assist the mitigations against the Covid-19 virus transmission https://gov.wales/coronavirus : 
 

-   remove legal restrictions on the number of people who can meet indoors, 
             including in private homes,  public  places or at events   
-  face coverings will remain a legal requirement indoors, with the exception of hospitality premises. 
   This will be kept under review. 
 

Nevertheless, there continues to be the encouragement to personal and corporate responsibility in this area; 
as the UK Prime Minister said recently “The pandemic is not over.” Even with this minimal legislation in place, 
the Church in England and Wales will be adopting a cautious approach to capacity and activity within our 
buildings, especially at corporate acts of worship. We are mindful of the certain fact that the Covid-19 virus is 
still circulating in society. Vaccines provide genuine protection against the worst effects of the virus, yet we 
recognise the legitimate fear on the part of some who otherwise desire to gather for Holy Mass. As one with 
the Catholic Bishops of England our continuing judgement, therefore is that it is not possible at the present 
time for all of the faithful to attend Mass on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty to God. 
 

 It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in England and Wales to fulfil this most important Church 
precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the First Sunday in Advent 2021. 
 

In the meantime, all Catholics are asked to do their best to participate in the celebration of the weekly Sunday 
Mass and to reflect deeply on the centrality of Sunday worship in the life of the Church.  
 

In April, following our Plenary Assembly, we offered a reflection on the experience of the extraordinary long 
months of the pandemic. It was titled The Day of the Lord. We also began to look at the way forward. We 
spoke about the important invitation to restore the Sunday Mass to its rightful centrality in our lives. We 
asked for a rekindling in our hearts of a yearning for the Real Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our 
response to the total, sacrificial love that Jesus has for us. We said: “The Eucharist should be the cause of our 
deepest joy, our highest manner of offering thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to 
make it the foundation stone of our lives.”  
 

May this continue to be our striving during these coming months as we journey back to the full celebration of 
our Sunday Mass and our renewed observance of The Day of the Lord. 
 

 

FINANCE: 
Our sincere gratitude goes to everyone for your contributions and support to both Parishes. 

Your support financially and in kind to the Parishes in these uncertain times is very much appreciated. 
Please continue to keep it up. God love you! 

ABERKENFIG: June income £1150, expenditure £1419.    
 

MAESTEG: Income 25TH  July:  Gift Aid £281.50; Planned /Loose £126; Restoration £15, Maintenance  £55,  
Bricks £54.60, Donation £100, Standing Orders June £1206.00.  

 

FUNDRAISING NEWS: 
Our Lady & St Patrick’s ‘Sizzling Summer Raffle’   
Please make an extra special effort to participate and join in our exciting summer raffle during  this final 
week, tickets and monies must be received no later than Sunday, 8th August in preparation for the draw, 
Monday, 9th August. Still time to take the opportunity to enter our exciting ‘Sizzling Summer Raffle’, full of 
tempting and indulgent gift prizes to add extra sparkle to summer 2021.  Tickets are available at all Masses 
throughout the week from stewards.  Alternatively, please contact Michael Banks on 07584177456, or any of 
the stewards, who shall be pleased to provide you with tickets.  For those of you who want to participate in our 
exciting raffle, but is unable to attend Mass, we shall be happy to facilitate a ‘Click & Collect’ system, that is to 
say, we can drop off to your home the amount of raffle tickets you wish to purchase and to collect your money 
at the same time.  Tickets priced at £1 each.  
 

300+ Club July Draw; The lucky winners are : 111 Theresa Powell £50.00;  102 Michael Kehoe £20.00; 
281  Anna Jordan £20.00.     The August draw shall take place on Monday,  30th August. 


