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       24th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
    EDUCATION SUNDAY 

 

Dearly Beloved Parishioners, 
I bring you Warm Greetings from Ghana.  

Today, Mother Church invites us to take a close look, evaluate and possibly redefine our personal opinions 
about Jesus Christ. Who is this Jesus we talk about every day? Simon Peter on behalf of his friends gives us the 
answer: “Jesus is the Christ”, the anointed one. But Jesus calls himself the “Son of Man”. He is both the Son of 
Man and the Anointed One – the Messiah, the expected Saviour, but not a triumphant Messiah expected by the 
Jews to lead them fight against their enemies, but the Messiah who will go through suffering and death to save 
mankind. 

At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asked His disciples: “Who do people say I am?” The disciples conveniently 
told Him all that they have heard. Jesus never suffered identity crisis; He was convinced of who He was and 
His purpose in this world. Probably, He simply wanted to know what others think about Him and the responses 
that came in were not bad at all.  

Who do we also say Jesus is? The entire architecture of our relationship with the Lord is built on our 
personal opinion about Him. How we see Jesus defines our relationship with Him. As Catholics we see Him as 
our Eucharistic Lord and we worship Him in the Blessed Sacrament, we see Him as the second person of the 
Blessed Trinity, the principal celebrant of all the sacraments. With the help of God, Simon Peter recognised in 
Jesus Christ an image of the unseen God and a divine indwelling.  

What image have you carved for Jesus Christ and how is it helping you nurture your relationship with 
the Lord? Is it genuine, sincere, and deep enough? The Lord Jesus Christ was not content with what others were 
saying about him. He wanted the opinions of His own friends. Your own opinion matter in life. Jesus did not 
allow other people’s opinions to define Him because He knew Himself more than any other person.  

Our first Reading from Isaiah 50:5-9 gives us the true picture of Jesus’ Messiahship. He is not a glorious 
messiah carried shoulder high by the people, He is rather the suffering servant who made no resistance, neither 
did He turn away from insults and spittle. The servant of God who offered His back to those who struck Him 
and His cheeks to those who tore at His beard. He came so that through His suffering many people might be 
saved. Even though the people were expecting a triumphant Messiah, their expectations and opinions did not 
change the purpose of Jesus Christ. He remained focused, unshaken, determined, and undaunted in his ministry. 
This should be the attitude of all his followers.  

Peoples’ opinions and perceptions must not deter us from pursuing what is noble in life. Once we 
become aware of our responsibilities as disciples of the Lord and are clear in our minds of the demands of our 
calling, nothing should prevent us from fulfilling the Gospel values imposed on us.  

Today, we want to assess our own opinions about the Lord Jesus Christ. It is only when we have come 
to a better appreciation of who He is to us, that we can build a credible relationship with Him. He is the 
suffering servant who was obedient unto death, and who invites us to do same. He is the Messiah who carried 
his own cross to calvary and invites us to do same. He is our Eucharistic Lord who ministers to the needs of His 
people. He is the Son of God who became man for our sake. He is the Bread of life that nourishes our souls, He 
is the living water, and the fountain of life. May the Lord rectify our perceptions and purify our intentions about 
Christ Jesus, so that we can have a lasting and credible relationship with Him. God love you! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS AND EVERY BLESSINGS TO AVA LOUISE CASEY WHO HAD HER FIRST RECONCILIATION AND HOLY 
COMMUNION ON FRIDAY 9TH AND SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER RESPECTFULLY. LET US CONTINUE TO KEEP HER AND 
HER FAMILY IN OUR PRAYERS 

        ALL GLORY AND PRAISE TO GOD FOR BRINGING ME BACK SAFELY FROM GHANA.  

MY SINCERE GRATITUDE TO FRS. TIM MCGRATH & GARETH LEYSHON FOR THEIR CARE AND SUPPORT TO THE 
PARISHES IN MY ABSENCE, AND TO ALL OF YOU MY BELOVED PARISHIONERS FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND 
SUPPORT THAT MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO TRAVEL TO GHANA AND BACK. YOU ARE VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED. MAY THE LORD WHO HAS BROUGHT US TOGETHER AGAIN CONTINUE TO LOVE AND BLESS US 
WITH HEAVENLY FAVOURS, TO KNOW, LOVE AND SERVER HIM FOR OUR GOOD AND THE GOOD OF HIS HOLY 
CHURCH. 



      
“Through the Good News God called us to share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2Th 2:14) 
 
 
 
                                                 

(Psalter Week 4 Sunday Reading Cycle B)  
24th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME (EDUCATION SUNDAY) 

 
 

VIGIL MASS:   SATURDAY: 11th September 2021:  ST. ROBERT’S   
                                                                       5pm Michael Ingham RIP (KL)     
                                                People of our Parishes, our sick and NHS/frontline workers                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       HOLY MASS:  SUNDAY: 12th September 2021:  OUR LADY & ST PATRICK’S                                              

                             9am:  Ken Jenkins RIP (BE) Special Intention   11am:  Archibald & Howard Evans RIP(TW)         
                                                             5pm:  Brian and Doris Millward RIP (CW) 
 

                    RETIRING COLLECTION FOR THE “FLOWER FUND” 
 
 

                                        MONDAY: 13th September 2021: St John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church        
                                                     Private Mass:  People of our Parishes and our Sick Parishioners         

                                                     
6 pm ROSARY at OUR LADY’S GROTTO                                                                       

 
                                    TUESDAY, 14th September 2021 The Exaltation of the Holy Cross     
                                    10 am MAESTEG:  Mary & Sel Thomas & Maureen Lucas RIP (Lucas f)            

                                                                                We pray for the souls of unborn Babies                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                    WEDNESDAY: 15th September 2021:   Our Lady of Sorrows     
            10 am ABERKENFIG (Restrictions apply):     Theresa Griffiths RIP (Coffee morning)   
      

                               THURSDAY, 16th September 2021: Ss Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian, Bishop (Martyrs)             
                                     10 am MAESTEG:   Ellen, Brian, Peter, Eddie, Ken & Buckley family RIP (Family)            
  

    

                                          FRIDAY: 17th September 2021:  Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year 1, Week 24            
             10 am MAESTEG:       Vince Kelly RIP (G&RB)                                                         

    We pray for All the Clergy & Religious Orders, to always & ever follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
 

                  

   10.30am – 6pm EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT FOR ADORATION                      

In Church, before the Lord’s presence in the Blessed Sacrament, let us open our hearts, lay 
down our burdens and grief and pray for the healing of our world. Silent prayer and 

                         adoration before the mystery of Christ, present to us in the Blessed Sacrament, is where we 
                         receive the grace to grow in love of Christ and experience His merciful love for each one of us.    

 Why not take the opportunity to pray and reflect! 
                                   

                   CONFESSION / RECONCILIATION and SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
11am – 6 pm Fr. Edmund will be available TODAY at Our Lady & St. Patrick Church, Maesteg. 
                             You may please call the Mobile 07964366710 to book an appointment.  

                                     
    SATURDAY:  18th September 2021: Votive Memorial of Our Blessed Lady                         

   Private Mass:           Private Intention (Father Edmund) 

                                 Aurora, Conversion of Federica & Edoardo   All Souls in Purgatory (AA) 

   
 

 

(Psalter Week 1 Sunday Reading Cycle B)  
        25th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B     HOME MISSION SUNDAY (Retiring Collection) 

 

VIGIL MASS:   SATURDAY: 18th September 2021:  ST. ROBERT’S   
                                                           5pm:        Donna McDonnell RIP (BL)       
                                               People of our Parishes, our sick and  NHS/frontline workers                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

          HOLY MASS:  SUNDAY:  19th September 2021:  OUR LADY & ST PATRICK’S                                                                 
                 9am: May & Bill Treleaven RIP (AT) 11am: Patrick, Janet & Michael Butler RIP (M&f) 
                                                                  5pm:   Maureen Lucas RIP (Coffee morning)    

 
 



OUR LADY & ST PATRICK PARISH MAESTEG 
COVID -19 MEASURES  

 

As a result of recent changes and guidelines made by the Welsh Government and advice from the Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales, a risk assessment has been completed and submitted to the Archdiocese. 
 

As from Monday, 13th September, until further notice, the following guidelines will apply: 
1. Face Masks – these remain mandatory, over the age of 11, (unless medically except).  
 

2. Hand sanitiser – requirement to hand sanitise as you enter and leave the Church. 
 

3. Track and Trace – requirement to register on entering the Church. 
  

4. Social Distancing - though no longer a legal requirement, some Parishioners may wish to remain cautious; 
please be respectful to those who may wish to maintain a social distance.  
 

The front 3 pews on the left-hand side of the Church will be available for those wishing to maintain a social 
distance, reduced to 1 metre.  
As there will be a limited number of places, it is essential to telephone the stewards should you wish to 
take advantage of these seats. 

 

5. No longer necessary to contact stewards to attend Mass, unless you wish to take advantage of social 
distancing seating. 

 

6. CHANGES TO RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION - Holy Communion will be distributed as part of 
the Communion Rite and not at the end of Mass. 
Stewards will continue to guide members of the congregation to receive Communion. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION UNDER COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS 
It is recommended by the Bishops of England and Wales that Communion is to be distributed in the hand; however, if 
anyone wishes to receive Communion on the tongue, they should remain seated until Communion in the hand has 
been completed, you will then be guided to Father Edmund by the stewards. 

 

7. One-way system – remains for entering and leaving the Church; please avoid getting too close to each 
other.  
 

8. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 
 

9. Collections – offertory collections as you enter the Church and retiring collection as you leave the Church. 
 

10. Holy Water Stoups will remain empty. 
 

11. Cleaning – remains a high priority; as well as post Mass sanitising of benches by stewards, regular deep 
cleansing will be maintained throughout the week. 

(If you are able to volunteer to help our Stewards and Cleaning team, please advise a Steward) 

A further risk assessment has to be completed in mid October and the following introduced over the 
coming months - congregational singing, return of Altar servers, Readers, Eucharistic Minsters. 
 

ST ROBERT PARISH ABERKENFIG 
Risk Assessment in progress; details available next week 

 

Please only attend Church if you are symptom free 
 

SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 
 

ANY QUERIES REGARDING MASSES PLEASE CONTACT:  
     

 MAESTEG PARISH: 
FOR:   Sunday 9am, Tuesday 10am, Thursday 10am – Derek/Denis 01656 731767 (any afternoon after 2pm) 

     Sunday 11am, Friday 10am - Collette 07702023565       Sunday 5pm - Michelle 07488322929 
 

ABERKENFIG PARISH: 
 

                Vigil Mass Saturday 5pm & Wednesday Mass 10am - Bill Ennis on 01656 724855, after 6.30 pm 
 

SUNDAY MASS: As from Sunday October 3rd, please note the changes: 
ABERKENFIG:  9am (No Vigil Mass) MAESTEG: 11am and 5pm 

 
 
 



 

ETERNAL REST:      
Please pray for all our Parishioners who have recently died, may they rest in perfect peace and 
rise in Eternal Glory; also keep their families in your thoughts and prayers. Let us pray also 
for those who have anniversaries at this time. 
 

 

 PRAY FOR OUR SICK: “Is any among you sick? Let him call on the elders of the Church and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 
will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed any sin, he 
will be forgiven” 

 
 

Let us pray for the sick of our Parishes remembering in a very special way:    
Gerald Hughes, Maurice Kehoe, Linda Pryce, Fr. Dennis Opoku, Marion Smith, Violet Ronan.   
Please do not hesitate to inform Fr. Edmund to add your love ones who are sick to the prayer list and to visit 
them where possible to administer the sacrament of the sick for their healing and strengthening. God love them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR:  

 His holiness Pope Francis, Archbishop George, all clergy & men/women of Religious Orders, 
our sick and retired clergy to always & ever follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

 Vocations to the Priesthood; our Seminarians - Dale Cutlan and Gwyn Jones 
 The people of Afghanistan   
 People who have died, are dying and those suffering from Covid-19    
 An end to the Pandemic and for our parishioners and all who work in the hospitals/care homes 

and our frontline workers/volunteers 
  the faithful departed parishioners, family, friends and those who have died from the Pandemic 

and from the Afghanistan crisis and disasters in the world; may they rest in peace 
 the sick at home/hospital/residential homes and housebound of our Parishes, those who are 

affected by and suffering with Coronavirus, the homeless, our friends, relatives, neighbours, 
fellow Parishioners, those suffering with loneliness, financial difficulties, job losses due to the 
Pandemic 

  those who have no-one to pray for them 
  our young people & students, Headteachers, Teachers, Staff & Governors of our Schools 
  the souls of unborn Babies       
  all expectant mothers and mothers going through difficult pregnancies. We pray for an 

overwhelming sense of hope and joy to fill their lives and for increased support to be given by 
their family, friends, and local communities, as they journey through this life-changing 
experience.                             “Lord hear us ............. Lord graciously hear us”  

 
 

Act of Spiritual Communion St Alphonsus Liguori:  My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  I love you above all things and I desire to receive 
you into my soul.  Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you.  AMEN. 
 

Prayer in the midst of the Covid Pandemic: 
“Lord Jesus, Just as You journeyed alongside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, be alongside us as we 
journey through these dark times. Help us to reflect and find comfort from the comforting words of the 
Bible where divine love, mercy and justice are ever present. We remember all those whose lives have 
been touched by the Covid virus. May Your loving kindness keep them close to You. Inspire us with 
Your message of hope in the Resurrection, as we seek to keep ourselves and those who are close to us safe 
and well in these challenging times. We ask this prayer in your name’s sake. Amen.” 

 
 

 
 

FINANCE MAESTEG: Income 5th September:  Gift Aid £227; Planned /Loose £95.30; LEVY £94.70;  
Bricks £2.46; Standing Orders August £1006. 
 
 
 

ABERKENFIG PARISH: 100 CLUB WINNERS AUGUST 2021: 
1st £40 Mr. J Morgan (145), 2nd £10 Mr D Riley (173), 3rd £10 Miss K Long (153) 


